Boys basketball: District semifinal

Tygers’rally stuns Little Giants

Mansfield wins
in double OT

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staff writer

WILLARD — With 43 sec-
onds left in the second half
of Wednesday's Division I
district semifinal, things
were lookin, ’ﬂlgood for Fre-
mont Ross, Little Giants
held a 10-point lead and Ross
fans were raucously chanti-
ng, “It’s all over.”

Reggie Jones knew better.

The Little Giants’ senior
had seen the Tygers pull out
miracles against his team

before, and he was about to
see it again,

Mansfield went on a 12-2
run in the final 43 seconds,
tied the game on a 40-foot
shot at the buzzer by John
Brooks, and held off the Lit-
tle Giants for a 72-69 win in
double overtime in a battle
for the ages at Willard High
School.

“I think a couple guys
thought it was over,” sald
Jones. “But all 1
ing about was the last two
times against them, with
them coming back in the last
minute, and sendmg the
game to overtime.”

For the third time in four

Wodno
Mansfield .
Ross....

years, the Little Giants met
the Tygers in the district tour-
nament, and for the third time
it was an overtime classic.
Brooks a s-foot junior
his place in the
wki basketball history
books with one of the most
dramatic shots in school his-
tory. After Jones hit a pair of
free throws with 3.2 seconds
left, Brooks brought the ball
just past half-court and let
fly as the buzzer sounded.
His shot hit nothing but net,

sendmg the game
owd into am“lh)m‘ax‘ica

cr

The Little Giants had the

big play in the first

as Jones scored off an offen-

sive rebound with seven sec-

onds to play to tie the game.
Ross almost had one mir-

acle left, but Juan Vela’s 3-

pointer at the second over-

time buzzer bounced off the

front of the rim, and the

fourth-ranked Tygers es-

to over-
ansfield

caped.

“I'm definitely very proud
of my team,” said Ross
coach Mark Gedeon. “They
laid it all on the line. We
wanted them to have to hit a

“I'm definitely very proud of
my team. They laid it all on
the line. We wanted them to
have to hit a prayer at the
buzzer, and their prayers were
answered.”

— Ross coach Mark Gedeon

prayer at the buzzer, and
their prayers were an-
swered. But both teams had
opportunities and th
teams made big plays, un
fortunately we came out on
the short end. ”

The Tygers (21-1) ad-
vanced to the district final at

11 a.m. Saturday against No.
7 Lima Senior at the Univer-
sity of Toledo’s Savage Hall.
The beat Celina 77-
68 in a dxstrict semifinal
Wednesday at Liberty Ben-
ton High School.
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Ross loses thriller to Mansfield
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mmﬁumm-s)uwm

ina
dhmm"nﬂﬂnutorw
{n ear in a row. Mansfield rallied
te in regulation and beat Ross 81-
77 in overtime last year. In 1097,
Rmovemmaa-polnunmn
buzzer by the Tygers' Marquis
Syke- posted a 73-68 district fi-
“ltdoesaddmumchn A
Gedeonuki"‘Youreuehg::ro
great teams and programs that
redlyhavekidalnyitonmellml
can't think of a better place in Ohio
to watch a basketball game than to
wawhahemnmmMAnmeld

only loss col
to No. 1 Toledo

“thbers real-

id. “It's just who
who executes

VelaleduwuttleGums,uhe
scored 21 points and added five as-
sists. But more importantly, he
filled the void at point len
when starter T.J, Hammer suf-
fered a season-ending ankle injury.
in the sectional tournament. Ross
turned the ball over 24 times, but 14
came in the first half before Vela
became the primary ballhandler.

“I was really concerned about

,” Gedeon said.

their man

“With T.J. out,who was go-
ing to step up? And I'll tell you
Juan Vela was just incredible, In
that fourth quarter, it was very hot
in here, he had lost a lot of water,
he was very tired, but he made
some uwredmle shots off their

'l‘heLuﬂeGlantshltallsevmof
%mﬁeld goal attempts lhme hhe
quartertoopenup
lead. A pair of free throws by Alf
fonzo Vann gave Ross a 5343 lead

with a little over a minute left.
Joe Allen hit one of two for the
Tygers with 425 seconds left. Ri
Minard followed a Ross turnover
with a 3-point shot that bounced off
the rim twice and fell in with 30

Aunre Shaw hit a 3-pointer with
14.9 seconds left. After two more
Ross misses from the free throw
line, Herman Davis scored off an

offensive rebound to slice the
to one with 10 seconds to
was fouled, but missed both
Jones grabbed the
rebound and was fouled. He made
both, but Brooks followed with his

Down by four, Dagg hit a pair of
to slice the gap to two,
and Mansfield’s Maurice Br:
traveled on the ensuing i
pass. Terrence Jones took a pass
from Vann and launched a 3-point-
er that missed long. But Reggie
Jmmbbedﬁ:eboardammu
back in with seven seconds left.

were looking to go to a second
. We made sure we ran an
out of bounds play that had several
different options, with Reggie be-
ing the first option. Terrence in-
bounded the ball to Alfonzo, and
was smart enough to go outside for
the 3. He had a real good look to
win it, and ie was
ahead inking miss, whic}
ou have to do an offensi

Jones came up with a steal
for urﬂVdnhlumlmrto
to two,

“When I released it, it felt good,”
said Vela. “But then I looked

helda
82 at the break.

But Minard picked up his third
foul early in the quarter and sat for
ﬁmm;epmhed N %

return, up No. 4
returned to the bench. He finished
the game with 25 mts before
fouling out with 1:30 in the first

overtime.
“We out what they were
ing,” Vela said. “No. 24 (Minard)
got the ball and went baseline.
Once we cut down the baseline, we
were able to stop them. were
quxcker. but not that much quick-

Wnthout its leader, Mansfield
missed its first five shots and com-
mitted eight turnovers in the first
5:33 of the third quarter, and Ross
went on a 12-0 run to take a 34-28

re-
under and he finished the bas-

Ross missed on its first four
shots of the second overtime, and
h;rened up a flve-pomt
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“We hit some shots we
don't normally hit. They
aren'tin the offense, I'll tell
you that.”

— Gregg Collins
coach

“We knew they were going to
comeo\nandu'ywemmuwnyln
the third q .ﬁ
“They put Sanduskyawuyin
mndquarter(MaMIecﬂonnl

win Friday), so we knew
they'dwamwdoﬂmttouatooSo

the span.

“We had a nice lead, and went up
by six, but we got a little happy

with that,” Gedeon said. “They go
down and hit a layup and they
come right back and turned it into
a ballgame. So instead of being up
bysm,weweredownmegomm—

to the fourth.”

Mansfield struggled from the
floor throughout most of the game.
The Tygers hit 24-0f-73 (32.9 per-
cent) from the floor, including a 5-
for-28 effort from behind the 3-point

arc.

The Little Giants controlled
the boards in the second half. Af-
ter being out-rebounded in the
first two quarters, Ross grabbed
29 boards in the second and
overtimes, compared to 22 for
the Tygers. Mansfield scored just
two second chance points after
halftime.
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