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Ross falls
in overtime

Continued from B1

“I'had a flashback there in the
last 10 seconds,” said Collins,
whose team improved to 19-3.
two

“Two years ago, we were
in overtime, and Hel

the running right-hander, 1
thwgh!jeoz.lun‘twut for that
guy o gradua

In overtima Mansfield made

Thompson hit another free
throw, and Rudy Wolf added a
pull-up jump shot in the lane to
make it 76-71. Ross did not get
closer thnn three points the rest
of the way.

The Lmle Giants did not help
themselves at the foul line, mak-
ing just one of their last six at-
tempts in tion, and hitting

their first eight at-
tempts in uv

“Eve possesslon counts,”
Gxon ‘People are going to
focus on a couple foul shots here
and there, or a couple turnovers
here or there, but it’s really the
scope of the whole ballgame.
What if in the second quarter we
didn’t give up an offensive re-
bound or a turnover? That could
have made that much more of a
difference.”

Ross had a sliver of a chance
with four seconds remaining in
overtime. Trailing 80-75, Ross
missed a shot and fouled Jeremee
Butts after he came down with
the rebound.

Yet as he walked to the free
throw line, Butts was called for a

free throws would have put the
Little Giants down three points,
with possession of the ball, with
four seconds to play.

After missing the first free
throw, Butts made the second,
rendenng Juan Vela's free
throws and Ross’s two ensuing
field goal attempts irrelevant.

“Down the stretch, we had a
couple key turnovers, missing
both ends of a couple double
bonuses,” id. “If we hit
those, or we take that time off the
clock, that's definitely to our ad-
vantage.”

Ross had the advantage early,
jumping out to a 102 lead on the
of 3-pointers from Ritz-

man and Vela. But after a time
out, Mansfield stormed back to
take a 12-10 lead on a Butts 3-
pointer.

“Our kids were really Eﬁ";:g
up and down the court wel
that gave us some opportunities
to score, whether it was a post
feed to Tyson or a 3,” leon
said. “Those were the things we
needed to do to win, and
nately, that part of our game
started disappearing a little bit.”

After Rick Minard’s 3-pointer
at the first quarter buzzer gave
Mansfield a 1918 lead, the Tygers
went on a run to extend the lead
to 29-25, with Minard hitting a
layup to finish it.

With Sykes on the bench in
mild foul trouble, Minard pow-
ered Mansfield in the first half,

ing 10 of his 16 points.

“Ricky Minard has played

, very well for us,” Collins

aid. “He supplied some offense

for us, which was very important

for us, but he can also play at the
defensive end.”
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STEVE DAGG, above, drives past Mansfield Senior's Rudy Wolf during the
second half of the Tygers' 81-77 overtime in Thursday. Below, Tyson Liggins
buries his head in a towel near the end of overtime.

But Ross went on a 10-0 run
near the end of the first half, with
Steve Dagg scoring four points in
the run, and held a 35-30 lead at
halftime.

The third quarter was back-
and-forth, with Ross leading by
as many as six before Mansfield
tied the game at 40-40. But Ritz-
'man hit the fifth of his six 3-point-
ers at the third quarter buzzer to
give Ross a 50-44 lead.

In his final high school game,
Ritzman scored a team-high 25

points.

“That’s outstanding for Robb,”
said  Gedeon.
“We've had the
shooting  ma-
chine out all
week in practice,
and people like
Juan and Robb
have been very
dedicated  to
working on their
shot, and for
Robb it certainly paid off tonight.

“Robb was really outstan
tonight. I really hope there’s a
college coach out there that saw

me and said, ‘Boy, there’s
d of kid with the savvy
that we like.””

Sykes’ put his savvy on display
early in the fourth quarter, hit-
ting consecutive 3-pointers to
bring Mansfield within 52-50.
Sykes scored 16 of Mansfield's 26
points in the fourth quarter.

“There’s no question he’s an
outstanding edplayer," Gedeon
said. “We tried everything there
in the fourth quarter. We played
three different zones, we played
a diamond-and-one, we played
some man-to-man trying to deny
him the basketball. But he’s the
type of player who can put a
team on his back and say ‘I'm go-
i.ng to carry you,’ and Marquis
did that tonight.”

RITZMAN

“That's one heck of a
roller coaster right there.
You have the opportunity to
win, the opportunity to lose,
the opportunity to play four
more minutes.”

— Mark Gedeon
Ross coach, on the last 31
seconds of regulation

Still, Ross led 67-62 after Lig-
gins made two free throws witl
2:09 left in regulation. Liggins
and Vela finished with nine
points for Ross, and Jones added
10 points.

“At the two-minute mark, we
were getting ready to foul,” said
Collins. “But the goal was to get
a defensive stop, and limit them
to one shot.”

Mansfield succeeded, setting
up the wild final 31 seconds.

“That’s one heck of a roller
coaster right there,” Gedeon said.
“You have the opportunity to win,
the opportunity to lose, the op-
portunity to play four more min-
utes.”

Those four minutes would be
the final four minutes for Heidel-
burg.

“It hasn’t hit me yet, but it'll
probably hit me when I see other
teams on TV playing for the re-
gxonal or state titles, it'll proba-

ly hit me then,” Heldelburg said.

“I would have liked to go down
state, or win the GLL title, or
somethmg but it’s all good
though.”
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