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FREMONT ROSS'S Alexis Johnson, right, hugs Ashley Long
after the Little Giants' 41-38 victory over Mansfield Senior in a Di-
vision | sectional opener Wednesday at Hopewell-Loudon.
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When I got fouled, I was Danielle Lowry

like, ‘Yes, ” Simms said. “I
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those free throws. I love the Division |
pressure.” Ross 41, Mansfield Sr. 38

Simms drained both at- Division

tempts to put Ross ahead
for good, and the Little Gi-
ants scored the game’s final
six points in a 41-38 victory.
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“Coach said it was up to us if
we wanted to win,” Simms said.
“And I think we all wanted to
win, As a team, we won,”

m s&ored 25 pomts ~
ca e pressure-|
free throws — and hadPa 11 re-
bounds as the Little Giants (12-

% ot revenge against Mans-
field (7-14).

The Tygers eliminated the
Little Giants each of the last
two seasons.

“It was very nice to beat
them,” Simms said.

The breakthrough victory
gave Ross an opportunity to
avenge two regular-season loss-
es to Marion Harding.

The Little Giants meet the
Presidents Saturday in the sec-
tional championship game.

“We would like another shot
at them,” Ross coach Sue Wolf
said,

The Little Giants get that op-

portunity because of their
clutch play down the stretch
Wednesda f’
After blowing a seven-point
third-quarter lead and falling
behind 38-35 with 2:01 left, Ross
took control.

Dalanea Johnson's driving
layup pulled the Little Giants
within one point with 1:45 re-

maining.

Ross then forced the first of
three Mansfield turnovers in its
last four possessions.

Simms’ free throws followed
an offensive rebound and put
Ross ahead 39-38.

Mansfield turned the ball
over on its next two possessions,
and Ashley Long made the first
of two free throws to give the
Little Giants a 40-38 lead with
21.7 seconds left.

Brittney Miller got an offen-
sive rebound after Long missed
the second foul shot. Miller was
immediately fouled and drained
a free throw to cap the game's
scoring with 20.4 seconds re-
maining.

Ross dld not allow a 3-point
attempt in the closing sec-
onds.

The Little Giants finished
just 12-0f-27 from the free-
throw line for the game, but
they went 4-of-6 in the final
37.9 seconds.

“We made them when we had
to,” Wolf said. “It’s survive and
advance (in the tournament),
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FREMONT ROSS'S Tia Simms
takes a shot during the Little Gi-
ants' 41-38 victory over Mansfield
Senior in a Division | sectional
opener Wednesday at Hopewell-
Loudon. Simms scored a game-
high 25 points as Ross advanced
to Saturday's sectional title game
with Marion Harding. -

and that’s what we did.”

The Little Giants led 29-22 af-
ter a Simms putback with 3:25
left in the third quarter.

Ross, however, allowed a 16-6
Mansfield run and fell behind
by three points with two min-
utes left in the game.

The Little Giants finished 14-
of-37 (38 percent) from the
floor.

“I told the girls in the lock-
er room, ‘We actually played
that badly and won,’ ” Wolf
said. “ ‘That should show you
that we have gotten better.
Usually, we would lose those
games.'”

Simms didn’t let the Little Gi-
ants lose.

She finished 8-0f-17 from the
floor and 9-0f-13 from the free-
throw line.

Simms scored all of the Little
Giants’ points in a 94 run that
gave them a 19-13 lead with 3:56
left in the second quarter.

At that point, Simms
matched Mansfield in scoring,

She also tallied six of the Lit-
tle Giants’ 12 fourth-quarter
points.

“She is a person that you can
count on,” Wolf said. “She is
never going to stop taking it to
the basket. She is somebody
that is going to lead the team,
no matter what.

“That’s the sign of somebody
who is a good player,” Wolf con-
tinued.



