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Strong second half sparks Ross

Little Giants wmwmsﬂz‘%
| two fouls, Ashland overcame
| OUSt AShland a nlne-polnt deficit to knot
the score at 23-23 heading in-
lyscurmm to halftime.
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Instead, Ross advances to
meet state-ranked Mansfield
Senior in the sectional final
think we underrated on Saturday. The
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Decker entered the game
on a hot streak, averaging
14.5 points per game in the
final two games of the regu-
lar season. She picked up
ame's

ﬂrstqunr'uwith
ery time we a fast
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me every time,” said Decker,
who also grabbed a wne-
high 12 rebounds, “I
right places and eyjult
saw me.”

Decker also scored a pair
of early buckets in both the
thlx‘dllossbm“‘ttlh\lng o
ing rea room.

“She’s had three in a row
now,” Wolf said. “It’s real im-
portantforiwrtodoﬁmtbo-
cause Sashay's not shooting
the ball real well right now.
1t’s nice to have Alison back
playing like that.
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“Alison’s gathering her body,
she’s not ﬂymge around as much,
and she’s at a better angle, she’ s
not under the basket. Even on
defense, she's starting to read
things a lot better.”

The same could be said for the
entire Ross defense Tuesday. Af-
ter forcin g just one turnover in
the second quarter, Ross forced
eight in the third quarter and 11
in the fourth, as Ashland strug-
gled to get the ball into the front-
court.

“I think when we didn’t score
a little bit, we started to press
with the basketball ourselves,”
said Ashland coach Barry For-
tune. “We may have been rush-
ing it a bit much. We didn't get
into a good rhythm in the third
quarter offensively, and that

rolled into our press break,
sometimes we attacked it too
slowly, sometimes we attacked it
too quickly.

“They didn’t win 15 ballgames
this year for nothing, they're a
good defensive basketball team,
and they turned the pressure up
anotch.”

Ross racked up 16 steals, led
by Taneshia McKinstry’s six.
Schneider had three steals,
Price, Decker and Laura Wilson
had two apiece and Fallon Bai-
ley had one.

“We took better angles, we
weren't behind the ball as
much,” Wolf said. “When we
went in (the locker room at half-
time), we stressed to get in the
passing lanes and take better an-
5les and they did a nice job of

“In the first half, we looked
like individuals playing defense,

we weren’'t playing team de-
fense. At halftime, I told them,
‘We've got to play team defense,
and we've got to play team of-
fense. If we do it, we’ll take con-
trol of the game,’ and they did a
nice job of doing that.”

As a team, Ross had a pretty
good shooting game, making 20-
of-45 field goal attempts (44.4
percent), while limiting Ashland
to 14-0f-36 shooting (38.9 per-
cent).

Behind Decker’s 19, Wilson
scored eight points for Ross,
Schneider had six, Price had
five, Bailey had four and McK-
instry had two.

Nichole Marquette scored 14
points to lead Ashland. Kelly
Witchen and Candace Kaylor
had eight points apiece, and
Christy Lohmers added six
points.




