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Ross leaps Tyger roadblock

Giants even score, upset No. 3 Mansfield in another OT thriller
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Giants survive, best Mansfield Senior in OT
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mﬂ‘:mc; came off mcll!ll to add 14
poi ryan Root 10 points
for the Little Giants. Shaw scorg?i 13
points to lead the Tygers. Wayne Merri-
weather and Lance Hood had 12, and Ter-
rence Davison pitched in with 10.

The Little Giants never trailed in‘the
secondhalfandledbyasmanyasmne
points, when senior guard T.J. ammer
nailed a 3-pointer with
2:20 remaining in the

Hood’s line drive rattled out as the
buzzer so

In overtime, Rosswonthetlp and Price
hit a 3-pointer to open the scoring. A Ter-
rence Jones free throw gave the Little Gi-
ants a 50+46 lead.

But, after a Hood free throw, Shaw
drove for two points with 1:10 to play to get
the Tygers to within 50-49.

Mansfield then forced a five-second call
in Ross’s backcourt with 28.2 seconds, giv-
ing the Tygers the chance to take the lead.
But Hammer blocked a Shaw shot, and
Ross got the ball with 13.4 seconds when

Price makes plays for Giants

Lee Root wasn't the only unlikely hero for
Fremont Ross during Friday's 52-49 overtime
victory over No. 3 Mansfield Senior.

Another junior guard, Mike Price, made sev-
eral big plays that sent the Little Giants past the
Tygers for the first time in three years.

Among them:

W The biggest, according 16 Price, was his 3-
pointer to open the overtime period. It gave
Ross a 49-46 lead, one it would never relin-
quish,

W The play that may have saved the day,

third quarter. Shaw stepped out of bounds trying tosave |  though, was Price’s tip-in of a Bryan Root miss
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vive a scare just to get to Enter Lee Root. He grabbed the in- The tip gave the Little Giants a 46-43 lead and

overtime, That was no bounds pass from Hammer, drew a foul [ staved offa furious Mansfield rally.
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We've bgen in too g On the way, he was met by Shaw, who |  ants eventually led by nine points in the third
many situations against HAMMER tried to put doubt into his mind. quarter.

Mansfield where we

the lead and they were able to come
back,” Gedeon said. “Both teams compete
very hard and have high energy levels.”

Merriweather nailed a 3-pointer from
the right wing with 54 seconds remaining
in regulation to tie the score at 46. Then
Hammer tried to push the ball downcourt,
but his pass to Vann was too high and
sailed out of bounds.

After the Tygers got the ball back, Mer-
riweather stood at midcourt as the clock
wound down. Finally, with about five sec-
onds remaining, Davison dribbled into
traffic and found Hood, Mansfield’s 6-foot-
7 senior center for an open 12-footer on
the left baseline.

.

“He was sitting there, trying to talk
some jive to me, saying ‘You haven’t
touched the ball all night. You can’t make
these. I was like, ‘All right. I'm going to
make these both,” Root said.

Said Gedeon of Root, “That’s exactly
what he’s there for. He’s one of our best
foul shooters. In that situation, you go of-
fense-defense. You want to get the ball in
the hands of your best foul shooters. He got
the basketball, squared up and knocked
them down just the way you would hope.”

Ross had to overcome adversity from
the begi of Friday’s game. Hammer,
the seasoned point guard who missed last
year’s Mansfield game with an injury,
picked up three fouls in the first 2:47 and
sat out the rest of the first half.

. points were huge on Friday.

Price’s play surprised the Tygers.

“We knew he was pretty good, but out of so
many players they have, he was one we didn’t
expect to step up like he did,” Mansfield ooach
Gregg Collins said.

Price, who started several of the Little Gi-
ants' regular-season games, hasn't started ei-
ther of Ross’s toumament games. But his 14

“At first, | was a little upset,” Price said of not
starting. “But | think it made me play harder. |
probably will tell coach not to start me.”

Said Ross coach Mark Gedeon, “Mike came
up huge for us. We went with a larger lineup
hopefully to rebound and fill the gaps a little bit
better. Mike came up with the offensive re-
bound putback there at the end of the first half.
| thought he had some great dribble pull-ups
there in the second half. Then the 3 to start off
the overtime period was big.”

— Timothy R. Wolfrum
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“Obviously, they’re not the same bas-
ketball team without him,” Collins said
of Hammer. “He’s a quality point

.. He’s such a heady basketball player
and handles the show so well. We should
have been able to take advantage of the
situation when he was out, but we
weren't.”

The Little Giants hung around, thanks
to some cold shooting by Mansfield. The

ers hit only 2 of 12 shots (16.7 percent)
second quarter and 8 of 29 (27.6 per-
cent) in the first half.

“We've struggled with that a lot this
season,” Collins said. “We’re not a jug-
gernaut. They play very sound defense,
and they don’t give you second shots. We
really thought the team that got the points
in the paint area would win, and I thought
they did that.”

Said Gedeon, “Our defensive scheme
was to try and keep them as far away from
the basket as possible. They have great
ability to get the ball to the basket. ...
There weren’t too many times they got to
the rim, at least not as many as tradition-
ally they have done. We wanted to force-
them to take that mid-range jumper as of-
ten as possible.”




