BOYS BASKETBALL

Ross’ early energy fizzles in loss

By Nick Marlow

News-Messenger correspondent

FINDLAY — After eight min-
utes of play Friday, Ross looked
like it was going to pull off the
upset over Findlay at Liberty-
Benton.

Their game plan was simple:
stop 6-foot-11 center C.J. Gettys,
and for a while it worked. Ross
led by three heading into the sec-
ond quarter and had complete
control of the game.

But, with two Little Giants
lying on the North Carolina-
Wilmington recruit in the paint
each time the Trojans brought
the ball up the court, something
eventually had to give. The Tro-
jans heated up from the perime-
ter, and it was all they needed to
get the offense rolling toward a
49-29 victory and a Division I
sectional crown.

The Trojans (16-5) outscored
Ross 39-16 the rest of the way
and turned the Little Giants’
first-quarter surge into fool's
gold.

Gettys would finish with a
game-high 15 points after scor-
ing just four in the first half, and
guard Boston Ballmer was right
at his heels with 13. Ballmer also
poured in four of the team’s six
three-pointers,

While Ross’ offense tapered
drastically after the first quar-
ter, Skylar Reffner and Jay Car-
nicom were still able to finish in
double digits. In what turned out
to be their high school basketball
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Austin Gutting during the Division | semi-final at Liberty Benton High
School on Friday. JONATHON BIRD/NEWS-MESSENGER

finale, the seniors finished with (Mark) Gedeon and the other
11 and 10, respectively.
“I just wanted to give Coach See ROSS, page 2B







