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Tygers
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Ross vs. Defiance, 8:30 p.m., district
semifinal at Hopewell-Loudon

BymcHAELMOHR
SlELBY — Saturday night's

nior could be looked at on pa-
per in one of two ways.

On one hand, the Tygers
were ranked No. Bmthestete,
had an 182 record coming in,
and had the coach’s choice for
district 6 player of the year,
Dionne Goodwin, back in the

lineup.

abem el

iants have been playing

ly well lately, hlfe

hadlosttwoofltslastﬂ\ree

ﬁ:tnmlnaddlmn,Rossonbr
by nine points

(M)ﬂnﬁrsttxmetheteams

As they say, that's why they

the games.
AndohlwwtheLmle Giants
played the game. Ross started
.smﬁm with a 10-2 run, fin-
the first quarter leading
174, and never let the Tygers
any closer than eight points
posting a convincing 6442 win
over Mansfield at Shelby.

The win improved Ross’s
record to 17-5 overall. The Lit-
tle Giants advance to the dis-
trict semifinal where they will
take on Defiance in the second
game Thursd.ay at Hopewell-

School.

'l‘he B , coached by.
Rod Hersha, are 20-2 after de-
feating Wapakoneta 77-41 and
Bowling Green 60-22, in the sec-
tional tournament.

Ross wing Alison Decker,
who had a gamehxgh 19 pomts
and 11 rebounds, said she
if the Little Giants could get
out of the gate quickly, they
could win the game.

“We knew we had to shut
ga?dn down right away,” Decker
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Ross rolls to sectional final win
over No. 8 Mansfield in Shelby

Continued from B1

“If they get ahead, then we knew
we would have to play a catch-up
game and instead, we got ahead
and they had to try to catch up with
us. They only had 13 points at the
half and that’s pretty good playing
the No. 8 team in the state, I
thought.”

Mansfield coach Andrea Thomp-
son attributed the Tygers first half
play to nervousness.

“We didn't show up,” said
Thompson, who's team fell to 18-3.
“I think that we
had the jitters, be-
ing our first game |
of the tournament. |
We had already |
beaten this team |,
before, but it was- | *
n't that we under- |
estimated them.
Our girls didn’t
come to play, the
shooters  that
should have shot didn’t shoot
tonight, out man-to-man wasn’t
great, and we didn’t execute.

“It wasn’t that we didn’t have the
heart or that they didn’t want to be
there, but we didn’t execute Tyger
basketball, it’s as simple as that.”

The Tygers’ lack of execution
could also be blamed on Ross's full-
court pressure and half-court de-
fense, as the Little Giants forced
Mansfield into 16 first half
e affected

ir pressure us,”
Thompson said. “We needed to ad-
just, we wanted people to go ﬁleto the
middle, but it seemed like
munication thing wasn't there
tonight. It's like Murphy’s Law,
what could possibly go wrong, went
wrong We played the best we

could, but tomght, our best wasn't
good enough.”
i we,played prety good do

we played pretty g
fense tonight. I told them they had
to stay in front of their player and
not have to have else
come over and take their player,

which leaves another player open. I
told them ‘Keep them in front of
you because I know how much they
want to penetrate to the basket.’
We worked on finding your player,
getting a body on them, and then
gomgtogetthebalLUsuallywego
to the rim before the ball even hits
and we don’t make contact.”
Ross guard Sashay Price played
a big role in the first half on both of-
fense and defense, as she scored
seven of her 16 points and forced
mwal'l&gerhmwverswiﬂxgood

her ]ob is, to get
the ball. I'm
onherto |
get to the ball and
she did it.” T

With the score |
at 33-13 early in
the third quarter,
the Tygers broke out on a 10-2 run
of their own to cut the score to 35-
23, but Ross, without calling a time-
out, gotalay\mfromLam'aWilson,
a Decker jumper, and three free
throws to stretch the lead back to
17.

“They are a young team,” Wolf
sand“Wereaya.niotzamhxtﬂwy
are a young team We kept our
act together, they tried hard, they
logeher Wostartedtogvea iy
it e to give a few
pomtsm,mtt}mmnebodywwld
st?;t and say no, we're not going
to ”»

You could see it on the faces of
the Ross players when they came
out of the locker room to start the

game.

“We knew what we had to come
out with to win,” Price said. “And
that’s what we did. We came out
with the attitude that they may be
ranked No. 8, but we had some-
gn(&topwe,mdlﬂﬁnkwedid

The attitude Ross conveyed on
the court and after the game was
that Mansfield may have gotten

them the first time, but they
learned from it and they were
ready to play them this time.

“We played them earlier this sea-
son,” Wilson said. “We knew we
tc;)kuédbeatthertrll‘elfwecouldtit\elft;1

charge in the beginning,
welmewwecouldﬂr::’gmembad.

Jumping out to e lead was
even a shock to the Ross players.

“Iw?sreall y surprised,” Decker

id. “I thought it was mgto
really close game t%ro

ooga.me butwejustgotouton
run. We we're p 3::5
agamstguystluswholeweek
they were pushing so hard, and
ht we just came out and it was
a completely different ball-
Everyone played to the best
gaxet;'ecould tonight and it really

It dld show, as the Little Giants
used a balance scoring attack —
with four of Ross’s six scorers in

double and made some
m when they needed
them to score 20 points in the

fourth quarter, and ice the win.
“I'll tell you what,” Wolf said,

“We worked hard all week, we had
anguys come in to play against

theydu‘laﬁde job of mak-
mgthekldswork r and they

knew they were prepared for the
. We went through every-
, I told them before the game
started ‘You know exactly what
you have to do, we've worked on i,
ﬁngooutandymt:yymn'hard
est and we get beat, then there’s
lwnngwecanbeashamedof be-
;aiameﬂzswkmwymwemmadyto
y thus game
For Ross, Price had 16 to wnh
Decker’s 10, Sam Schneider
and Wilson scored 1. Schmuieral—
‘ﬂeddownsevenboardsam
SiX.
Tyanda Hammock led the Tygers
with 14 points and seven rebounds.
Goodwin's minutes were limited

due to the knee i she suffered
early in the year, but she did make
the most of her time on the floor,

scoring seven points and pulling
down eight rebounds.






