HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT. WILLARD 58, FREVIONT R0SS 45

Tygers’ defense too much

Down two at
halftime,
Little Giants
outscored

16-5in third

By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger

weight, bal
But it was the ms de-
livering  the kout
punch on defense in “ghe
ey
lmock the Little Giants
out of the tournament with
a 5845 victory at Willard —
the Tygers’ third straight
win in the postseason se-
ries between the two teams.
Mansfield’s ferocious de-

fensive attack caused 11
Fremont turnovers as they
outscored the Little Giants
luhwtilt'.li and ran
away victory.
“That’s the key,” Mans-
field coach Greg Collins
ukiolhistenmsattnchng

style of defense. “We knew
that whoever got the easi-
baskets would win.

transition lay-ups.
%:at's the key, to get points
'l'hings weren't so easy
though early on for the
Tygers, as it took them

nearly five and a half min-
utes to score their first field
goal as the Little Giants as-
serted themselves defen-
s

check.
Fremont junior Cory
Clayton threw the lygm‘s
opening ear a
basket as the Little Giants
began the game with a 40

MW lvenro added
ol n
another basket.
the first
's Jarmel

wﬂﬂu'lygal(m-l)
the scoreboard with two

point shot as the Little Gi-
ants tied the game back up

on
free throws and it wasn’t
until two minutes later that
Dwaine Lentes tied the
ballumeauwithzulen

another

Imm Little Giant

senior Adam Gries earned
his first two points.

Mansfield would

.‘;:‘3.3.55 o getend

6-3

and the Tygers won the
open.ln% quarter 129,

The Tygers then opened

a 149 lead on a Rashad

Reed basket and the thtle
Gl o e opening el

it o 0]

But it didn’t take Fre-

mont long to rebound as

Clayton two more of

his 12 points and teammate

Travis Miller nailed a 3-

On Fremont's next
session, Gries hu
way for his only two points
of the second quarter and
Clayton added another bas-
ket to give the Little Giants
an 18-14 lead, capping a 90
run.

“When you have all that
time when Adam doesn’t
even get a shot for a long
time, it hurts,” said Ross
coach Mark Gedeon. “We
were definitely a little ten-
tative at times tonight.”

Ghries led Frem?:t (w?r:
with 14 points, playing
his final game with seven
other seniors,

Mansfield responded
with a big run of their own,
scoring seven unanswered

See ROSS, B2

ROSS’S RYAN OTTNEY goes up for a shot against Mansfield
Senior on Thursday. The Little Giants lost.
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Ross falls to Mansfield

Continued From B1

Croudup and Gries each tallied baskets
to keep the Little Giants in the game at
26-26 before the Mansfield defense took

ers’ defense. “We knew that
was their strength, their quickness and

ey e
osdiad, Biat e ot D0ise mﬁm

B e
yton,
mustered two baskets in the final quar-
ter but to no avail.
“Gries is a tough player,” Collins said.
“To contain him at all, you have to put
more than two on him.”
's fourth buckets
Fremont to within 11 points at
52-41 with about three minutes left but
that would be the closest the Little Gi-

ants would get.
Seniors Xaron Opelt and Wolverton
each finished with two points in the game.



